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Chair’s Message 

I am so proud to be a part of Peterborough 
Green-Up.  PGU has had another banner year, 
and it is time to both take stock of its (our!!) 
accomplishments and look ahead to what 
comes next. 
 
What is most worth noting about the past year?  
I think mainly it is that PGU has weathered 
some of its hardest challenges and remained 
one of Canada's pre-eminent environmental 
organizations.  The Ecology Park’s plant sales 
keep growing.  Yards and gardens in 
Peterborough that bought plants from this sale 
years ago are greener and provide better 
habitat and are beautiful and admired.  The 
present is as strong as the legacy. Our 
EnerGuide Home Visits ... well, I would think 
we would never have imagined that we would 
be able to help this many homes and families in 
a year.  I don't think a week goes by when Sue 
McGregor-Hunter isn't part of some proposal or 
plan for some yet new or changed Green-Up 
program idea. 
 
For all our work, this has been a challenging 
year too.  Change and growth sound good - 
even for an environmental organization - but 
they are not easy.  I think in general we have 
been better at starting new programs than 
changing existing ones.  And we have had the 
departure of several staff and the hiring of new 
ones.  Lots of change, sometimes unsettling.  
But change is the hallmark of a living thing, and 
we will keep changing.  I hope we keep 
opening up communication about change and I 
hope we keep measuring change against what 
we passionately believe we are here with 
Green-Up to do. 
 
What is next for Green-Up?  Having been 
involved with PGU for so long, I am quite 
comfortable to say "I really don't know!”  We 
have so many important things to do, we have 
such a great and supportive community, we 
have so many excellent and wonderful and 
inspired staff ... and we have such a huge need 
to help Peterborough move towards 
sustainability.  Being an environmentalist is an 
act of faith and in the midst of all the plans and 
programs and day-to-day work, it is sometimes 
hard to remember that.  But we all need to 
keep the faith, and work hard to renew that 
faith and that spark in each other. 
 
I congratulate Peterborough Green-Up - its' 
staff, board, volunteers, helpers, advisors and 
friends and wish us all an excellent and 
important next year. 
 
Ray Dart 
Chair 
PETERBOROUGH GREEN-UP 
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GREENSPACE 
 
 
 
 
 
Ecology Park 
 

This has been a banner year of successes for 
Ecology Park.  Most amazing (but well-
deserved) are the awards: 
 

• In June 2003, Cathy Dueck received the 
J.R. Dymond Public Service Award from 
the Federation of Ontario Naturalists “for 
her initiative, hard work and vision in 
creating natural spaces in urban areas 
for over 25 years”  

 

• In August 2003, the Trillium Foundation 
Area Review Team nominated Ecology 
Park for the Environmental Sector 
Impact Award to the Provincial Review 
Team (meaning they judged it to be the 
most successful environmental project 
they funded) 

 

• In April 2004, Park staff and volunteers 
were awarded the Hands For Nature 
Urban Stewardship Award from the 
Evergreen Foundation, which came with 
$1000 for volunteer recognition 

 

Park staff and volunteers completed many 
projects in the community, including a planting  
project at the City’s Household Hazardous 
Waste facility in September 2003. 

 

Park staff completed an Ecology Park Children’s 
Program manual, outlining all children’s 
programs carried out in the Park, in preparation 
for expansion of these popular programs. 
 

Once again, the Park had increased Fall 2003 
and Spring 2004 plant sales.  Sales continued to 
be brisk all year. 
 

And finally, Ecology Park celebrated its 12th 
Anniversary on August 14th – the day of the 
North American blackout!  With no need for 
electricity the event went off without incident, 
proving that environmental management has its 
side benefits! 
 
 
Green Garden Visit 
 

Demand for this program continues to grow 
with a great deal of interest – especially for 
natural lawn care, water conservation 
techniques and composting education.  Many 
property owners combine Well Aware Visits (see 
below) with Green Garden Visits – meaning that 
homeowners are continuing to look at more 
ways to reduce the environmental impact of 
their at-home activities. 
 

Green-Up staff fielded many calls from members 
of the public seeking information on reducing 
pesticide use throughout the community.  There 
is interest in introducing education programs 
and possibly pesticide reduction by-laws – 
contact Brenda for more information. 

WATER 
 

Well Aware 
 

Well Aware home visits, conducted by three 
trained Water Guides, help rural well owners 
identify priorities for action to protect drinking 
water sources.  The visits give people practical 
ideas on maintaining healthy wells and septic 
systems, and minimizing sources of 
contamination.  The service includes 
recommendations on well maintenance and 
upgrading, properly sealing unused wells, water 
conservation and septic system management.  
Community forums led to more than 110 visits 
with well owners in 2003-04. 
 
 

Water Protectors 
 
The aim of this program is to assist lake 
residents to preserve and enhance the  
areas where they live and play, and to 

 
protect the link between the land and the water.  
Particular threats in our area include overloading 
of nutrients from landscaping, shoreline erosion, 
habitat destruction and poor water quality for 
drinking and other uses. 
 
In the first year of the program, 2002, 60 visits 
were completed on Stoney Lake.  Year 2 and 3 
were completed – some in conjunction with the 
Well Aware program. 
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WATER (continued) 
 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

 
Peterborough Children’s Water Festival 
 
Now in its third year of operation, the Peterborough Children’s Water Festival is a 
time of fun and learning for Grades 3 – 6 students from the City and County of 
Peterborough.  About 35 hands-on activities taught kids about a variety of water 
related topics, such as: 
 

• Science 
• Technology 
• Conservation 
• Source protection 
 

The 2500+ students, 500+ teachers and 250+ volunteers at this year’s event, 
which ran from May26-28 at the Riverview Park and Zoo, actually enjoyed nice 
weather!  Feedback continued to exceed expectations, and the Festival is expected 
to grow next year. 

 
 

 

 
Kawartha Environmental Educators’ 
Network 
 
During the winter of 2003-04, Ecology Park staff worked to 
further develop our Environmental Educators’ Network as a 
support and resource for teachers and youth leaders. 
 
The Educators’ Network conducted a three day conference in 
January at Camp Kawartha to build skills in teaching 
environmental issues, to share resources and develop support 
networks.  Twenty-seven local teachers and youth leaders 
attended the weekend event.  This year, the conference 
focused on teaching energy issues to elementary youth.  
Workshops included topics such as “Indoor Energy 
Conservation in Schools” and “Climate Change.”   
 
In addition, the Educators Network website (www.keenet.org) 
was updated and expanded.  This site is a comprehensive 
resource for teachers and youth leaders looking for print 
materials, videos, field trips, websites, guest speakers or kits 
available in our region to support environmental education at 
each grade and age level. 

 

WASTE REDUCTION 
 

 
Waste Reduction Education  
 
This year’s waste reduction education programs focused on the 
development and piloting of a NEW curriculum linked in-school waste 
reduction program for Grade 3 and Grade 7 that includes 
vermicomposting in the classroom, discovering how to reduce our 
ecological footprint and a Compost Puppet Show.  

 
Peterboroughreuses.com 
 
This free-to-use website is the cornerstone of providing waste reduction 
information to Peterborough and the surrounding area. The site features 
a local “Reuse and Recycling Guide”, a “Classifieds” section for the 
buying, selling, trading and giving away of local used goods, and a NEW 
Green Shoppers Guide is being developed. The site has on average 4500 
visits per month and this has been steadily increasing each month.  
 
Printer Cartridge and Cell Phone Recycling 
 
Peterborough Green-Up and partner organization Kawartha Food Share 
have continued to coordinate the collection of ink jet and laser printer 
cartridges for remanufacturing! During Waste Reduction Week 2003 they 
launched an expansion of this program to include the collection of cell 
phones as well! At present this program includes approximately 30 in-
house and 21 public collection sites! 

As well, the Ecology Park’s spring and fall 
school programs highlighted waste 
reduction as a key feature this past year.  
The Waste Reduction Coordinator 
continues to work with the City and County 
of Peterborough to educate the public on 
the 5 R’s – Rethink, Refuse, Reduce, 
Reuse and Recycle (Compost), through 
innovative public talks and workshops, 
media, displays and fact sheets. 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 2003 – 2004 
 

Dr. Raymond Dart, CHAIR 
Trent University 

Rob Tonus, VICE-CHAIR 
The Fundraising Company 

 

 

Dan Paleczny 
Ministry of Natural Resources 

 
Glen Pagett 

City of Peterborough Council 
 

Gerry Rye 
City of Peterborough 

 

 
 

 

Kathy Reid 
Otonabee Conservation 

 
Henry Clarke 

City of Peterborough Council 
 

Wayne Stiver 
Peterborough Utilities Services 

 

Paul Forget, TREASURER 
TD Canada Trust 

 
Margaree Edwards 

IN-ME Communications 
 

Ivan Bateman 
City of Peterborough (ret’d) 

Catherine Jefferson, SECRETARY 
Curry Jefferson and Associates 

 
Stephanie Williams 

Trent University 
 

Garry Rishor, QC 
Howell Fleming LLP 

 

 

 
 

http://www.keenet.org/�
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ENERGY CONSERVATION 
 

 

EnerGuide for Houses 
 
On August 12th, 2003 the federal government announced a national grant program for 
homeowners who make their homes more energy efficient based on the EnerGuide for 
Houses program. The grant program is based on a highly successful incentive pilot that 
was carried out by Green-Up in 2001-2. The announcement had a dramatic effect on 
Green-Up’s EnerGuide for Houses assessments with demand for bookings tripling almost 
overnight. For most of the year, there was an 8-week wait for booking dates. Added into 
this busy mix were previous EGH participants who were grandfathered into the grant 
program and who needed a post-retrofit assessment to qualify.  
 
Green-Up added a Customer Services Coordinator to the Energy 
Efficiency Services department to ensure the assessment process 
runs smoothly. Part-time assessors were trained and hired to 
help meet the demand. The grant program continues until March 
31, 2007 and Green-Up anticipates continuing strong 
participation in the program. 

 

Sustainable Peterborough 
 
Efforts continue to promote the funding of a Small-
Medium Enterprise (SME) pilot project to address energy 
and water efficiency. This sector has been left without the 
kind of expertise and advice that is available to larger 
enterprises through sizable performance contracts. 
Natural Resources Canada has expressed interest in the 
pilot, however, they wish for Green-Up to partner with the 
Province as well. To that end, a presentation on the pilot 
was made to Donna Cansfield, the Parliamentary Assistant 
to the Ontario Minister of Energy when she visited the 
Green-Up offices in March 
2004. We look forward to 
further developing the 
program and receiving the 
necessary funding.   
 

 

AIR QUALITY 
 

 

Highlights of the Air Quality program include: 
• April 2003, federal Environment Minister, David Anderson paid a 

visit to Peterborough Green-Up offices to present us with a 
Certificate of Recognition for our successful application to the 
Climate Change Action Fund. 

• In July 2003, the Air Quality program was invited to present on 
the 2003-2004 Peterborough Gets a Move On! Project for the 
Laidlaw Foundation’s Annual General Meeting. 

 

PETERBOROUGH GETS A MOVE ON! 

 

Peterboroughmoves.com 
 
This program was developed to promote alternative commuter 
transportation to the workplace.  Green-Up staff worked with Peterborough 
County-City Health Unit and City of Peterborough staff to promote the 
program culminating in a month-long commuter challenge (Shifting Gears 
Workplace Transportation Challenge) in April 2004.  Extensive materials 
were created for this program including 13 new factsheets and the 
www.peterboroughmoves.com website – a one-stop transportation 
information site specifically for Peterborough area citizens. 
 

Active and Safe Routes to School Peterborough 
 
Active and Safe Routes to School Peterborough supports walking and biking 
to school to promote air quality improvement, greenhouse gas reduction, 
physical fitness and traffic awareness and safety.   

Green-Up staff greatly surpassed their goal of 15 to deliver 29 
interactive and unique, “On the Bus” workshops to City of 
Peterborough elementary students.  This program also included a 
student-driven anti-idling pilot carried out at 2 schools engaging 
children in educating their parents through a program they designed.  
The Peterborough Gets a Move On! project concluded with a 
community forum at the Peterborough Public Library in July 2003 
featuring Dr. Tom Hutchinson of Trent University and Dr. Riina Bray, 
Ontario College of Family Physicians.  These experts spoke on the 
impacts of air quality on our community and on our health, especially 
the health of our children. 

Programs in the 2003-04 year included 
International Walk to School Day, a Safe 
Kids Canada community seminar and the 
Cross Canada Walking Challenge. 

 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 

RESOURCE CENTRE 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

Peterborough Green-Up continues its very 
positive relationship with the local media.  
This coverage includes, the Peterborough 
Green-Up hosted Green Update feature on 
CHEX TV’s 5:30 Newswatch and the long-
running Green It Up! column in the 
Peterborough Examiner. 

 

With a newly organized resource centre, 
visitors can find a wide range of useful 
information to help them become good 
environmental citizens.  Environmental 
products continue to be added to the 
Resource Centre for sale to the public.   

 

2003-04 saw great changes at Green-Up, with more staff 
hired, some staff changing positions, and others leaving us 
to develop their careers.  We wish them all well, and hope 
that they keep in touch with Green-Up over the years.  
 
We also wish to thank our many volunteers who 
help in so many ways. 
 

 

2003 - 2004 Partners 
CHEX Television, City of Peterborough, Community Development Housing Corporation, Community Fisheries and Wildlife Improvement Program, Community 

 Opportunity and Innovation Network, County of Peterborough, EcoAction, Enbridge Gas, Environment Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Generation Solar, 
 Government  of Canada’s One-Tonne Challenge, Green Communities Association, Health for Life, Human Resources Development Canada, Kawartha Food Share, Kawartha Pine Ridge 
District School Board, Kawartha World Issues Centre, The Laidlaw Foundation, Natural Resources Canada, Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, 
Ontario Trillium Foundation, Otonabee Conservation, Peterborough Collegiate and Vocational School, Peterborough Country-City Health Unit, Peterborough and Haliburton/Bancroft  
County Stewardship Councils, Peterborough Examiner, Peterborough Field Naturalists, Peterborough Master Gardeners, Peterborough Utilities Services Inc., Peterborough Victoria 

Northumberland and Catholic District School Board, Sir Sandford Fleming College, TD Friends of the Environment Foundation, Trent Centre for Community-Based Education,  
Trent University, Vestar Technology Group, Youth Emergency Shelter  

 

 

http://www.peterboroughmoves.com/�
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