
ANNUAL 
REPORT 
2004-2005 

 



ANNUAL REPORT 2004 — 2005 
 

CHAIR’S MESSAGE 

I had just received the last possible 
deadline extension for submitting 
this report when another family cri-
sis landed in my lap. Now every-
thing on my “to-do” list seemed 
equally important. Not having time 
to do what we want to do is so 
symptomatic of life these days, and 
it’s at the heart of the reason for 
Peterborough Green-Up.  
    The property owner, whether resi-
dential, commercial, or industrial, 
who would like to conserve energy 
finds it hard to get started. Green-Up 
comes along and shows them not 
only what to do, but how to save 
money while doing it. And so it 
goes, as well, for water, waste, green 
space and air quality.  
    As a former counsellor, I am 
aware of how difficult it is to put the 
environment on the municipal 
agenda in the face of so many press-
ing issues. Green-Up has become a 
valued partner to help municipal 
governments meet their environ-
mental objectives. 
    Green-Up is one of the few organi-
zations in the communities of Peter-
borough City and County that make 
environmental objectives a priority. 
    I have been involved with Peter-
borough Green-Up since before its 
beginning and recall when we used 
to talk about running out of things to 
do. Apparently that will never hap-
pen. Green-Up grows each year with 
new grants and contracts. Programs 
win awards and honours for a job 
well done.  
    Please join me in celebrating the 
tremendous achievements of Peter-
borough Green-Up, and let Green-
Up help you put the environment 
first on your agenda. 

-Margeree Edwards, chair 

G R E E N  S P A C E  
Volunteers and kids keep Ecology Park hopping 
It’s been another successful year for the Ecology Park and its programs with 
higher participation than ever. Ecology Park staff  led 1,913 local children in 
hands-on learning programs. An additional 900 visited with YMCA Camp Staff, 
and at least 3,500 children visited the park with their families for self-guided 
learning. Sales of plants to the general public at Ecology Park market increased by 
30 percent in 2004 (to a gross of $22,109) 
     Ontario’s Trillium Foundation is funding two three-year internships—in Eco-
logical Restoration and in Environmental Education. Last year we focused on 
restoration, as staff designed two shoreline rehabilitation projects, and imple-
mented them with volunteer help. Our intern and volunteers developed their 
plant identification skills and understanding of local plant communities through 
field trips to nearby natural areas . 
     To guide future regional work, we prepared a series of reports evaluating res-
toration projects from the past decade—a first for this region. Our staff also 
guided development of goals and objectives for the Regional Restoration Round-
table of major local agencies involved in ecological restoration. 
     We reviewed and updated the Kawartha Environmental Educators' Network 
website (www.keenet.org), and Green-Up co-hosted two environmental profes-
sional development workshops for teachers and youth leaders.  
     The Green Garden Visit remains popular. The education program to accom-
pany the city’s proposed 2006 pesticide ban should increase demand for visits. In 
addition, staff offered gardening and organic lawn care advice to many telephone 
callers and visitors to the PGU resource centre. 

Taking composting, waste audits to the schools  
Waste Reduction focused education efforts on promoting the NEW “Quest For 
Less” curriculum-linked, in-school, waste-reduction program for Peterborough 
Grade 1, 3 and 7 classes. About 600 students (23 classes) learned about waste re-
duction and reducing our ecological footprint through vermicomposting, a com-
posting puppet show, recycled art and class waste audits.  
     During 2004, we developed the pilot for an all NEW Quest for Less Earth 
Week School Challenge for Peterborough City and County schools. The pilot 
was scheduled to run in April 2005, during Earth Week. 
     The Coordinator continues to educate the public on the 5 Rs—Rethink, Refuse, 
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle (Compost), through public talks, workshops, media, 
displays and fact sheets, and Ecology Park’s school programs. Peterborough 
Green-Up and partner Kawartha Food Share continue to coordinate collection of 
ink jet and laser printer cartridges, and cell phones for reuse, with about 25 public 
collection sites, and 30 in-house. 
      Peterboroughreuses.com averages 6,000 visitors per month, each brows- 
ing over 40 web pages; use is steadily increasing. Other Canadian Green  

Continued on facing page 

W A S T E R E D U C T I O N 



counter reduced funding, homeowners of shoreline prop-
erties getting Well Aware visits were offered Shoreline 
Protector visits too, making more efficient use of staff and 
travel.  Visits on local lakes will start again if funding is 
acquired. 

From facing page 
Communities see the site as a model. It features: a�“Reuse 
and Recycling Guide” for 130 local businesses and 500-
plus free “Classifieds.” A NEW Green Shoppers Guide is 
being developed for September. 
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We set a record on well visits. We do shorelines too 

One Tonne Challenge Launch is a highlight of the year 

W A T E R  

A I R  Q U A L I T Y ,  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  
A N D  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

Our Well Aware advisor completed over 165 visits in the 
program—more than any other advisor in Canada. Local 
media covered her 150th visit, with MPP Jeff Leal.  This 
phase of Well Aware ended in the fall of 2004, and we 
await news of further provincial funding for 2005. To 

More than 2,500 county and city students  in Grades 3-6, 
along with 500-plus teachers and 250-plus volunteers actu-
ally enjoyed good weather this year at the Peterborough 
Children’s Water Festival (May 26-28) at the Riverview 
Park and Zoo.  Green-Up is one of many members of the 
steering committee responsible for the Festival program. 
     This was the third year for the festival, which provided 

35 different hands-on activities for the students to enjoy 
while they learn about various aspects of the science, tech-
nology, conservation and source protection of water, a pre-
cious resource everywhere, but especially in Peterborough 
and the Kawarthas. Feedback continues to exceed expecta-
tions, and we are planning to  have even more activities 
and volunteer participation next year. 

routes around the City and County. 
    This year, Active and Safe Routes to School Peterbor-
ough (ASRTSP) programs achieved the following: 
·   Iwalk Club – 10,695 students participated 
·   Energy Conservation Workshops – 70 participants 
·   On the Bus Workshops – 1,099 kids 
·   Safe Kids Canada Workshop – 25 students 
·   Cross Canada Walking Challenge - 1,579 students 
    The Anti-Idling Campaign of ASRTSP began running 
workshops in both elementary and secondary schools. We 
have installed 10 Idle Free Zone signs around the city, and 
distributed anti-idling pamphlets. 
    The One Tonne Peterborough Community Challenge 
(OTC) launched officially January 19, 2005 at City Hall 
with the Mayor. It will run to March 2006.  PGU is one of 
only 40 community groups across Canada chosen to host 
this program.  Our 15 local stakeholder partners include 
Home Depot, Peterborough Regional Health Centre and 
Peterborough Utilities. The Health Centre saved about 375 
tonnes of greenhouse gases annually by recycling anaes-
thetic gases. 

 Peterborough Gets A Move On! redesigned the www.
peterboroughmoves.com website. It provides tips, tools, 
guidelines and local information to help Peterborough City 
and County residents walk, bike, carpool and/or use public 
transit. Over the past year the website has had 175,310 visi-
tors. 
     Shifting Gears: Peterborough’s Workplace Transporta-
tion Challenge was launched in April 2004. Twenty em-
ployers with up to 400 employees participated.  The sec-
ond annual Shifting Gears Challenge was held in May 
2005.  
     Our Active and Safe Community Routes committee 
partners include the Health Unit and the City of Peterbor-
ough. Active 2010 is one project working to increase 
awareness and educate all community members on safe 

Water Festival whets area students’ appetite to care for precious resource 
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Green-Up tops the national charts as EnerGuide delivery agent 

Green-Up handled 12,157 phone calls and visitors in the 
o4/05 fiscal year. Our updated Resource Centre includes 
new books on a range of environmental subjects. We’ve 
added a series of fact sheets on energy efficiency. Our 
Green Boutique continues to add new products to help 
Peterborough make sustainable lifestyle choices. 
CHEX TV’s Green Update (Mondays, 5:45 p.m.), and the 

E N E R G Y  C O N S E R V A T I O N  

Green-Up’s EnerGuide for Houses program continues to 
benefit from federal grants for homeowners who improve 
energy efficiency. Green-Up staff carried out pre-retrofit 
assessments on 580 regional homes last year, twice as 
many as before the grant program. Even better, 228 of 
those householders did energy-efficient retrofits. Most 
qualified for federal grants, totaling over $150,000. This 
makes Green-Up one of the top delivery agents in the 
country.  Natural Resources Canada hopes 30 percent of 
those who have an initial EnerGuide assessment will book 
a post-retrofit assessment. Other agents averaged 18 per-
cent; we hit 29. This is a community success since the cu-
mulative positive impact on the environment is impres-
sive. Participating householders save 1,208 tonnes of CO2 
a year, an average of 5.2 tonnes per household, or 34 per-

cent of their energy costs, well beyond the One Tonne 
Challenge goal. We launched several marketing initia-
tives, including a partnership with Peterborough Home 
Depot. Staff promoted the EnerGuide program at the local 
store during several special weekend events. This led other 
Green Communities to partner with Home Depot.  
        We continue to seek funding for a pilot project on en-
ergy and water efficiency for small to medium enterprises 
(SME). The Ontario Ministry of Energy was interested in 
partnering with the federal government. Unfortunately, 
the project didn’t receive federal funding.  With uncer-
tainty about energy costs, a number of small-business 
owners and multi-resident landlords have approached 
Green-Up. Green-Up will continue to work to establish a 
pilot to address the needs of the SME sector.     

Peterborough Examiner’s Green It Up! column 
(Wednesdays, Food section) remain our communications/
marketing cornerstones, highlighting Green-Up’s environ-
mental work, and community partners. We also write arti-
cles for publications like Kawartha Homes and Lakers 
Link. Local journalists continue to turn to Green-Up for 
environmental information and comment. 

P U B L I C  O U T R E A C H  

BOARD MEMBERS 
MARGEREE EDWARDS (Chair), INME Communicates 

CATHERINE JEFFERSON (Vice Chair)  Curry Jefferson and Assoc.  
PAUL FORGET (Treasurer), TD/Canada Trust 

MEREDITH CARTER (Secretary), ORCA 
RAYMOND DART (Past Chair), Trent University 

IVAN BATEMAN, Consultant 
HENRY CLARKE, Peterborough Council 

NEIL HANNAM, Campbellford Memorial Hospital Foundation 
THOMAS HUTCHINSON, Trent University 

GRANT MURPHY, Peterborough Utilities Services 
DAN PALECZNY, Ministry of Natural Resources 

GERRY RYE, City of Peterborough 
ROB TONUS, Fundraising Consultant 
STEPHANIE WILLIAMS, Trent University 

PARTNERS: CHEX TV, City of Peterborough, Clean Air Foundation, Community 
Development Housing Corporation, Community Fisheries and Wildlife Im-
provement Program, Community Opportunity and Innovation Network, 
County of Peterborough, EcoAction, Enbridge Gas, Environment Canada, 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Generation Solar, Government of Canada’s 
One-Tonne Challenge, Green Communities Canada, Health for Life, Home 
Depot, Human Resources Skills Development Canada, Kawartha Food Share, 
Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board, Kawartha World Issues Centre, 
The Laidlaw Foundation, Natural Resources Canada, Ontario Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Ontario Trillium Foundation, 
Otonabee Conservation, Peterborough Collegiate and Vocational School, 
Peterborough County-City Health Unit, Peterborough and Haliburton/
Bancroft County Stewardship Councils, Peterborough Examiner, Peterbor-
ough Field Naturalists, Peterborough Master Gardeners,  Peterborough 
Utilities Services, Inc., Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington 
Catholic District School Board, Sir Sandford Fleming College, TD Friends of the 
Environment Foundation, Trent Centre for Community-Based Education, 
Trent University, Youth Emergency Shelter. . . . And our many volunteers! 


