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WHAT
IS
SUN?

SUN is a neighbourhood-based solution for urban renewal and climate action 
that prioritizes community needs and interests and aligns them with 

municipal plans and priorities to achieve greater ef�ciency, to strengthen 
community support, and to enable long-term sustainability and engagement.  

Facilitated by GreenUP, the Sustainable Urban Neighbourhood (SUN) project is modeled on, and 
delivered in association with, Toronto and Region Conservation’s Sustainable Neighbourhood 
Action Retro�t Plan (SNAP) program. The SNAP program was designed to respond to the complex 
challenges associated with infrastructure renewal in older urban areas, including competing 
interests, a disengaged public, perceived high costs, and limited resources. 

Locally, SUN is connecting and working with residents, neighbourhood groups, community 
organizations, and municipal partners in the Curtis Creek and Kawartha Heights neighbourhoods 
to design a comprehensive menu of sustainable action options (Action Plans) for each area. The 
goal of this process is to maximize the value of planned projects and to build innovative and 
inclusive implementation strategies for projects in both the public and private realm. 

By emphasizing a meaningful and holistic connection between individual, neighbourhood, and 
municipal priorities, SUN aligns collaborative interests, increases support for implementation and 
ongoing maintenance, and establishes powerful new partnerships. 

SUN also includes the implementation of exciting quick-start demonstration projects. These smaller 
projects, which are being implemented across both neighbourhoods, create meaningful 
opportunities for shared action and also showcase the possibilities for positive, local change.
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Stormwater Management

Urban Forest Renewal

Local Food Production

Landscape Naturalization &
Biodiversi�cation

Habitat Creation

The SUN project quick-start 
demonstration projects will activate 
new partnerships, and will 
demonstrate the potential for 
creative, impactful and collaborative 
action. Quick-start projects will focus 
on �ve focus areas: 

QUICK
STARTS

TIMELINE
Launching in early 2017, SUN established a 
multi-sectoral Advisory Committee and 
undertook a neighbourhood selection 
process to identify the two local project 
neighbourhoods. 

In 2018 and 2019, the project will be 
engaging residents in both areas, and will 
be working to implement localized 
quick-start projects. Guided by the Advisory 
Committee and residents, neighbourhood 
Action Plans will also be created and shared. SUN Planting, 2018
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