
                        MEDIA RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
On October 11th and 12th, The Downtown Vibrancy Project, led by the Peterborough 
Downtown Business Improvement Area (DBIA) and GreenUP, are Depaving Paradise! 
 
Peterborough, Ont. (October 10, 2018) GreenUP is coordinating a Depave Paradise event 
as part of the larger local Downtown Vibrancy Project. Volunteers will be coming together on 
Oct. 11 and 12 to remove asphalt from the south end of Water Street, which will then be 
replaced with a rain garden filled with native species. Food, drink, and music will be provided. 
Come on out and Depave Paradise! Let’s get dirty! 
 
GreenUP is working with the Peterborough Downtown Business Improvement Area (DBIA) on 
The Downtown Vibrancy Project. This exciting new collaboration is led by the DBIA and aims 
to rejuvenate downtown Peterborough. The goal of this Depave Paradise project is to 
demonstrate the potential for the beautification of our downtown core through citizen action 
and to create valuable and ecologically friendly public gathering spaces. Planning is also 
underway for more vibrant action to take place at this location, and you can stop by the 
Depave Paradise event to share your thoughts towards the rest of the space. 
 
Executive Director of the DBIA, Terry Guiel explains, "We are striving to take dead and boring 
areas of the downtown to repurpose and transform them into vibrant, interactive, and lively 
public spaces. Creating spaces that are attractive to visitors, residents, employees, and our 
members gives them places to relax, interact with, and enjoy features such as open space 
exhibits or entertainment. This is critical for a vibrant downtown."  
 
Community Depave and planting days help to create new connections between community 
members, residents, and downtown businesses. This Depave Paradise project also benefits 
our environment with the installation of a rain garden, a form of Green Infrastructure that 
provides rain with a natural path for infiltration, which can decrease flood risks and water 
pollution. This project will also increase the natural scenery in downtown Peterborough, which 
is known to improve mental and physical health.  
 
Depave Paradise is a project of Green Communities Canada who has received funding from 
the Ontario Trillium Foundation to conduct 36 Depave projects in Canada by 2020. The 
Downtown Vibrancy Project is supported by many local partners, without whom this large 
initiative would not be possible, including LETT Architects, Basterfield & Associates Inc., City 
of Peterborough, Three Sisters Natural Landscapes, Mortlock Construction, Jackson Creek 
Press, GreenUP, and DBIA. 
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For more information contact: 
Dawn Pond, Vibrancy & Depave Paradise Coordinator | Water Programs, GreenUP 
705-745-3238 x200 | dawn.pond@greenup.on.ca 
 


