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Reid St. & Rubidge St. Corridor

Reid St. and Rubidge St. are heavily traveled routes in the 
neighbourhood for both residents and non-residents.  
Currently, Reid St. and Rubidge St. are both one-way streets, 
and each is three lanes wide. This street configuration  
primarily serves vehicle traffic, as vehicles are able to move 
through at quick speeds. Many residents feel that these streets 
lack safe crossings, cars travel too quickly, and the intersections 
are confusing to navigate. Residents feel that Reid St. and 
Rubidge St. have the potential to become safer and more 
accessible active transportation corridors, and would like to see 
better infrastructure for cycling and walking. Rubidge St. in 
particular has no signalized crossing for a 750-metre  
stretch between Charlotte St. and McDonnel St. Residents  
want to explore traffic calming measures for Reid St. and 
Rubidge St., such as reducing the number of lanes and adding 
rumble strips. Accessibility along these routes is especially 
important to residents. Kawartha Participation Projects, 
located on Reid St., is an amazing asset that provides housing 
for people with disabilities. However, residents have noted 
Reid St. and Rubidge St. are difficult to navigate, and make it 
challenging for residents of the Kawartha Participation  
Projects to travel downtown.
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Visionary Rendering

This image shows what Rubidge St. at Hunter St. could look like with a curb bump-out, 
buffered bike lane, and dedicated parking. All of these components fit into the currently 
paved roadway by reducing the drive lanes. 
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DESIGN CONCEPTS

Change the traffic flow on Reid St. and 
Rubidge St., and add bike lanes

At the design workshop, residents explored different options 
for traffic flow on Reid St. and Rubidge St. Although we are not 
presenting a preferred vision, residents were strongly in favour 
of adding bike lanes, regardless of which other features are 
included. Some popular ideas included:

• Converting the streets from one-way streets to two-way 
streets (in order to slow traffic and make traffic flow patterns 
less confusing)

• Keeping both streets one-way, but building in complete 
streets design

• Differentiating the street uses between the two streets, 
making Rubidge St. a more pedestrian and cyclist focused street, 
and Reid St. a street with more potential to move traffic and 
transit vehicles

   Connected      Safe 

Traffic is bad, and 
hard to get across

Sidewalks right 
beside the fast-

moving cars feels 
unsafe.

Rubidge St., current configuration

Rubidge St., two ways with bike lanes

Rubidge St., one-way with bikes lanes & parking
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This is an example of rumble strips. The textured strips alert drivers that 
they need to slow down and keep an eye out for pedestrians. 

Bump-outs at crossings

Use curb bump-outs at pedestrian crossings to decrease 
crossing distance and slow traffic.

   Connected           Safe                      Accessible

Add new pedestrian crossing(s)

Improve the walkability of this area by adding new 
pedestrian crossings at priority locations including Rubidge 
St. at Hunter St. (similar to the one currently on Reid 
St. at Hunter St). Consider additional crossings, like on 
Rubidge St. and Reid St. at Kirk St. Ensure that curb cuts are 
accessible at all crossings.

   Connected           Safe                      Accessible

Add rumble strips on Rubidge St. as it  
curves along the hill towards McDonnel St.  
to slow traffic

This will slow traffic, and alert drivers of the upcoming 
pedestrian crossing. Residents are open to other ideas  
to calm traffic, but traffic speed is a key concern along this 
corridor.

    Safe       

This is an example of a curb bump-out. In this example, the 
crossing distance is reduced for pedestrians, and space is freed up 
for garden plantings.

Rubidge St., current configuration

Rubidge St., two ways with bike lanes

Rubidge St., one-way with bikes lanes & parking
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Close off some side streets to traffic (suggested 
streets include Brock St., Scott St., and/or Hall St.) 

Closing off a few of the side streets would open up space for 
parks or future housing development sites. It would also reduce 
the number of short cross-streets, which chop up the street grid. 

   Connected     Community Oriented 

   Natural & Green 

Add play or gathering space to increase activity

Make use of existing green spaces, like the church lawns, for 
increased park space in the neighbourhood. Reach out to 
churches to see if there are community uses that they may 
support on their outdoor spaces, such as benches, gardens, 
community art, or other creative and low-cost ways to  
improve the green spaces.

    Community Oriented      Natural & Green 



Closing streets is 
amazing. It would 

also help with snow 
removal and other 

things.

This is an example of a side street 
closed to traffic and re-purposed for 
people and bikes at the Terraces Roy 
in Montreal.
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