


GreenUP is located on Treaty 20 Michi 
Saagiig territory, in the traditional 
territory of the Michi Saagiig and 
Chippewa Nations. 
As an organization working in this 
region and tending to these beautiful, 
rich, and diverse lands, we want to 
acknowledge that the Williams Treaties 

First Nations are the stewards and 
caretakers of these lands and waters in 
perpetuity. 
Living and working in this region is a 
great joy and a great responsibility, 
and we are committed to honouring 
the Treaties and acknowledging the 
privilege of our being here. 

At our 2020 AGM, we thanked retiring directors Jackie Donaldson, 
Martin Parker, and Keith Riel. We were also excited to welcome three 
new Members:

• Joon Kim
• Shaelyn Wabegijig
• Kemi Akapo (City of Peterborough Council Appointment)

Land Acknowledgement

GreenUP’s Board of Directors

From Tammy Williams, Chair of the Board of Directors 

In 2020, we experienced 
unprecedented challenges as 
we navigated the evolving 
COVID-19 crisis. Within a 
matter of weeks last March, 
our staff had begun working 
remotely (many with their 
children at home) and 
our programs hung in an 
uncertain balance. 
GreenUP’s incredible staff 
and board came together to 
evaluate what was possible, 
to develop contingencies, 
and – most importantly – to 
support each other in a time 
of increased anxiety and risk.

Over a year into the pandemic, 
and I continue to be awed by 
the resilience, passion, and 
creativity of the GreenUP team. 
While things looked a bit 
different, GreenUP continued 
to lead critical initiatives in our 
community and to advance 
international goals. 
This year, our Annual Report 
draws connections between our 
work and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), 
which is a shared blueprint for 
peace and prosperity for people 
and the planet, now and into 
the future.
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2020-2030 is the decisive 
decade for climate action. 
Our future depends on the 
decisions we make now.
To maintain a sustainable 
environment for our 
communities, we must cut 
greenhouse gas emissions 
in half by 2030. By 2050, we 
must be net-zero emissions. 

To guide this action, 
the 2030 Agenda was 
adopted by the United 
Nations general 
assembly in 2015. 
The 2030 Agenda 
is a framework 
of seventeen 
interconnected 
goals, referred to 
as the Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs). 
The SDGs focus on 
economic, social, 
and environmental 
themes.

Because of COVID-19, we have 
been given a new perspective 
on what is possible when 
governments and citizens work 
together to address an urgent 
issue. 
The UN’s 2030 Agenda 
identifies 17 key goals, 
which are a call to action for 
everyone. Progress is needed 
globally and locally, and this 
Report will highlight GreenUP’s 
community-based programs 
that advance SDG 4 (Quality 
Education), SDG 6 (Clean 
Water and Sanitation), SDG 11 
(Sustainable Communities), and 
SDG 13 (Climate Action). 

On behalf of GreenUP, I want 
to recognize the unimaginable 
loss and hardship experienced 
as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Like so many crises – 
including the ongoing climate 
crisis – the pandemic has 
disproportionately impacted 
those who were already the 
most vulnerable. 
In order to truly advance a 
sustainable and just future, we 
need to address the systems of 
oppression and discrimination 
that are embedded in the fabric 
of our society. We need to 
ensure the principle of Leaving 
No One Behind is central to our 
approach, and we need to learn 
from tragedies like COVID-19.  

Reversing the damage 
caused by climate change, 
biodiversity loss, pollution, 
and deforestation will 
require a commitment to 
equitable action from all 
levels of society. 

At the heart of the 2030 Agenda 
is the idea of equity, or Leaving 
No One Behind. 
For more information about 
Leaving No One Behind and the 
SDGs, visit sdgs.un.org

Each SDG has Outcome 
Targets, Process Targets, and 
measurable indicators.
Throughout this report, we 
highlight targets connecting 
to GreenUP’s profiled 
projects.

From Brianna Salmon, Executive Director

The 2030 Agenda & The Sustainable Development Goals 



Quality Education in a Local Context

Ecology Park
In 2020, we completed a number 
of upgrades to our education 
facilities at GreenUP Ecology Park 
to increase the sustainability of 
our operations and to make the 
space accessible for people of all 
ages and abilities. 
This includes a new barrier-free 
washroom, enhanced pathways 
to key sites, and an accessible 
floor in our beautiful Outdoor 
Classroom and Education Shelter. 
Funding for this project was 
provided by the Government of 
Canada.

Place-based Education
We know that Ecology Park is an 
incredible site for place-based 
education and nature connection, 
and we’re committed to ensuring 
that it is a safe, inclusive, and fun 
environment for generations to 
come!
GreenUP was pleased to be able 
to offer safe summer camps in the 
context of COVID-19. GreenUP 
received funding for 2020 camps 
through the COVID-19 Emergency 
Community Support Funding 
program via the Community 
Foundation of Peterborough. 

Place-based education can 
help learners establish a 
respectful relationship with 
the environment. Place-based 
education can also centre 
Indigenous Knowledge and 
Practice.

In our community, place-
based education, which is 
an approach that uses local 
environments and communities 
as a context for learning, 
has been identified as an 
opportunity to improve the 
quality of education. 

SDG 4 aims to 
ensure inclusive 
and equitable 
quality education 
and promote 
lifelong learning 
opportunities for 
all. 

This broad and 
ambitious goal 
connects with 
many, if not all, 
the other SDGs.



Girl’s Climate Leadership Program
When we empower 
women and girls, we 
support a better life for 
all. In 2020, GreenUP 
piloted a Climate 
Leadership Program 
that provided youth 
who identify as girls 
with the opportunity 
to develop the skills 
and confidence needed 
to become climate 
leaders!

Photos: Participants in the innaugural Girl’s Climate Leadership Program at GreenUP Ecology Park learn 
about sustainable building designs and materials during a guest visit with Jen Feigin, Executive Director 
of the Endeavour Centre Sustainable Building School. Funding for this program was generously provided 
by the Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough and the Federal Gender Equality Fund through 
the Government of Canada. (Photos by Benjamin Hargreaves.)

Outcome Target 4.7
Ensure that all learners 
acquire the knowledge 
and skills needed to 
promote sustainable 
development, including, 
among others, 
through education 
for sustainable 
development and 
sustainable lifestyles, 
human rights, gender 
equality, promotion 
of a culture of peace 
and non-violence, 
global citizenship 
and appreciation of 
cultural diversity and of 
culture’s contribution 
to sustainable 
development.

Process Target: 4.a 
Build and upgrade 
education facilities that 
are child, disability, 
and gender sensitive 
and provide safe, 
non-violent, inclusive 
and effective learning 
environments for all.

SDG 4 Targets



In our community, access to clean water is not 
universal. As with dozens of other Indigenous 
communities across Canada, both Curve 
Lake and Hiawatha First Nations continue to 
experience long-term and short-term boil-
water advisories.

Students planted pollinator gardens, a rich 
diversity of native plant species, and a rain 
garden to address drainage issues. 

Above: A film about this WOW project was 
featured at the 2021 ReFrame Film Festival.

SDG 6 aims 
to ensure the 
availability and 
sustainable 
management 
of water and 
sanitation for 
all. 

Clean Water and Sanitation in a Local Context

The scope of SDG 6 is broader than it initially 
appears and includes:
• equitable access to clean water for drinking, 

sanitation, and hygiene;
• greater freshwater conservation and 

improved wastewater treatment;
• transboundary cooperation and water 

resource management; and
• the well-being of water-related ecosystems 

such as wetlands, rivers, forests, and more.

Above: Elder Dorothy Taylor of Curve Lake First Nation explains 
the materials used in an Anishinaabe Water Ceremony to students 
from St. Anne Catholic Elementary School. 

Since 2016, GreenUP’s Wonders of Water (WOW) 
program has been delivering water education to 
local classrooms and homes.      
Through the Wonders of Water program, 
students and staff at St. Anne Catholic 
Elementary School took part in a Deep Learning 
project to transform a flooded section of the 
school property into a “learning laboratory.”
Students reforested and landscaped a section 
of the schoolyard to create a buffer zone to 
prevent springtime flooding.

“Now I can 100% say that I’m a plant nerd. I love 
plants. It’s just so fascinating. It turned into so much 
more than an experience. It’s a lifetime worth of 
learning.” 
   - Rees Tewsley (Grade 7)

“We worked to cultivate a sense of appreciation 
for nature and for water so that they feel this sense 
of stewardship over this ecosystem that we’re 
building. My students have taken the role of the 
planners, working closely with our funding partners 
and landscape architects to develop a space that 
will meet the needs of all human and non-human 
stakeholders.”
   - Anne Corkery (Teacher)

Wonders of Water



In 2020, in partnership with the City of 
Peterborough, GreenUP implemented a Rain 
Garden Subsidy program to help residents offset 
the cost of installing green infrastructure on 
private property. 
Currently, only a portion of the city of 
Peterborough’s stormwater is filtered for 
pollutants before entering natural waterways 
such as the Otonabee River and Jackson Creek. 
When it rains, urban runoff carries sediment 
and pollutants from vehicles, fertilizers, road 
salt, animal waste, grass clippings, etc. into our 
waterways, polluting natural habitats and our 
sources for clean drinking water. 
A rain garden is a simple and effective way 
of reducing the amount of urban runoff from 
private property. This program helped residents 
to take action and reduce the impacts of 
urbanization on our water!

• COVID-19 restrictions caused the 
cancellation of in-person and in-school 
programming. Even so, GreenUP’s 
Wonders of Water team pivoted 
to offer online programming and 
supported successful completions of 
Deep Learning Retrofits and plantings. 

• The launch of H2O To Go Kits (Portable 
Water Education based on WOW) was 
delayed until 2021 due to COVID-19.  

• The BlueW program was heavily 
impacted due to COVID-19: health and 
safety protocols were developed to 
support future years. 

• GreenUP hosted 7 Rain Garden Subsidy 
Workshops in partnership with the City 
of Peterborough. 

• GreenUP sold 6 Water Wise Garden 
Starter Kits. 

• GreenUP successfully faciliated one 
Depave Paradise project in 2020 
at Venture North in Downtown 
Peterborough. Since 2014, with the 
help of over 5,000 volunteers, GreenUP 
has depaved more than 1,400m2 of 
asphalt, resulting in 2 million litres of 
diverted rain water annually. 

FOR

Ready for Rain

GreenUP Outcomes: SDG 6

Left: Rain barrels and a rain 
garden diverting water 
away from the foundation 
of a house during a 
period of heavy rainfall in 
Peterborough. 

Right: Participants 
learn about the 
environmental 
benefits of rain 
gardens in an online 
workshop as part 
of the Rain Garden 
Subsidy program. 

Right: A draft plan for a 
rain garden. 

Left: An 
example of a 
rain garden in 
Peterborough. 

SDG 6 Targets
Outcome Target 6.6 
Protect and restore water-related ecosystems, 
including mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, 
aquifers, and lakes. 
Process Target 6.b
Support and strengthen the participation of 
local communities in improving water and 
sanitation management. 



In 2020, GreenUP’s neighbourhood coordinators 
concluded an incredible multi-year grant from 
the Ontario Trillium Foundation in support of our 
NeighbourPLAN projects. 
This grant enabled us to work with local residents 
in three neighbourhoods to reimagine public 
space, take direct action, and create visionary 
documents and plans for the future. 

During COVID-19, resident groups continued 
to connect online through NeighbourPLAN 
initiatives. 
Two local neighbourhoods were able to 
temporarily transform streets in their 
community and bring their vision to life through 
NeighbourPLAN Infrastructure Pop-up Projects. 
Visit greenup.on.ca/neighbourplan to watch a 
video profiling these pop-up projects.

SDG 11 aims to make cities 
and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient, 
and sustainable. This goal 
includes targets related 
to infrastructure, housing, 
sanitation, transportation, 
and public space.

Sustainable Communities in a Local Context

NeighbourPLAN Pop-up Projects

Above: The NeighbourhPLAN Pop-up Project in Talwood 
included a crosswalk and bump-outs. 

Right: The NeighbourhPLAN Pop-up Project in Brookdale re-
aligned the intersection of Chesterfield Ave. and Downie St. 
with curb extensions and demonstration greenspace.



In the midst of a pandemic, our community 
was collaborating to create a beautiful 
and culturally significant public space in 
downtown Nogojiwanong (Peterborough). 

• NeighbourPLAN Portraits and Visions 
created for three neighbourhoods 
through a creative, inclusive 
community engagement and co-
design process. More than 1,000 
residents and partners engaged over 
three years.

• Responded to COVID-19 by 
delivering final co-design process 
and community events via a custom 
website for the Talwood project.

• Demonstrated the potential 
of the co-designed Vision 
documents through two temporary 
infrastructure pop-up events.

• Completion and celebration of the 
Jiimaan’ndewengadnong Pocket 
Park.

The park space was created by over 50 
volunteers who depaved 100m2 of parking 
lot and filled it with native plants and 
shrubs. The site also features two art pieces 
by Tia Cavanagh, a local Anishinaabe artist.

The Jiimaan’ndewemgadnong (“The Place 
Where the Canoe Heart Beats”) Pocket Park 
was created through GreenUP’s participation 
in the Depave Paradise program, and as 
part of the Downtown Vibrancy Project (a 
partnership of GreenUP and the Peterborough 
Downtown Business Improvement Area).

Jiimaan’ndewengadnong Pocket Park

GreenUP Outcomes: SDG 11

Above: Details of the “heart berry” inside the jiimaan (canoe). Click 
the image above for an interview with Tia Cavanagh and to learn more 
about the significance of how she designed this installation.

Above: Artist Tia Cavanagh stands by the canoe art installation 
she created for the Jiimaan’ndewemgadnong Pocket Park. Click 
the image above to learn more about this project.

SDG 11 Targets
Process Target 11.3 
Enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization 
and capacity for participatory, integrated and 
sustainable human settlement planning. 
Outcome Target 11.7
Support and strengthen the participation of 
local communities in improving water and 
sanitation management. 

Above: GreenUP Program Coordinator Dawn Pond celebrates the 
official opening of the Jiimaan’ndewengadnong Pocket Park. 



SDG 12 Targets
Outcome Target 12.8
By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for 
sustainable development and lifestyles in harmony with nature. 

Sh
op Online

Curbside Pickup
The GreenUP Store and Resource Centre at 
378 Aylmer Street North is the main office of 
operations for GreenUP. 
The GreenUP Store itself is a trusted source 
of information for residents when they have 
questions about responsible consumption, 
sustainable living, and GreenUP’s programs 
and resources. 
The GreenUP Store provides sustainable and 
locally sourced products that help consumers 
embrace a greener lifestyle. 
All products are specifically selected to inspire 
confidence, knowing that any of the items 
you choose have been carefully sourced 
and scrutinized to meet or exceed our high 
environmental standards while also respecting 
ethical trade, labour, and human rights 
practices. 

SDG 12 aims to ensure 
sustainable consumption and 
production patterns. SDG 
12 is about doing more and 
better with less, promoting 
sustainable lifestyles, 
and decoupling economic 
growth from environmental 
degredation.

Responsible Consumption in a Local Context

Above: New exterior sign at the GreenUP Store, December 2020.

Above: Kristen LaRocque (Coordinator of the GreenUP Store) 
thumbs up and masked up behind the counter.

Like many retailers, the GreenUP Store 
responded to COVID-19 by promptly 
launching an online shop that supports 
curbside pickup.



Net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 is 
an ambitious and necessary goal. To get there 
we need swift and transformative action at all 
levels of government and from corporations 
and individuals. 

GreenUP’s programs support climate change 
mitigation and climate action. Below are two 
key highlights from 2020. 
To learn more about how GreenUP programs 
support climate action locally visit greenup.
on.ca/climate-action 

2020 marked the final year of a significant grant from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation that enabled the implementation 
of the SUN project in two neighbourhoods in the City of 
Peterborough. SUN programs in the city produced two Action 
Plans and planted areas that total 1,218m2 . 

In 2020 GreenUP also launched the SUN program in a third 
community, the Hamlet of Warsaw, in Peterborough County. 
SUN Warsaw program coordinators hosted a series of online 
educational workshops, completed an Action Plan, and a 
demonstration planted area of 516m2 with native species.

SDG 13 aims to take urgent 
action to combat climate 
change and its impacts. The 
United Nations recognize the 
unprecedented challenge 
that climate change presents 
for humanity and all life on 
earth.

Climate Action in a Local Context

Sustainable Urban Neighbourhoods

Above: GreenUP’s Sustainable Urban 
Neighbourhoods (SUN) program 
successfully concluded in 2020. 

Above: Peterborough County Warden James Murray 
Jones and RBC representative Karalee Murray plant a 
tree at the Back Dam Park as part of SUN Warsaw.

Above: GreenUP’s SUN Warsaw Program Coordinators, from left to right: Brittany 
Finigan, Jennifer McCallum, Hayley Goodchild.



In 2020, the Green Economy Peterborough Hub 
gained momentum, establishing a new advisory 
committee, developing essential resources for 
businesses, and recruiting our founding cohort. 

This incredible program will help its 
members to identify, set, and achieve 
sustainability goals while improving 
their bottom line. 
Through coaching, educational 
opportunities, peer networking, and 
celebratory events, Green Economy 
Peterborough helps participating 
businesses to make reductions in 
emissions, water and waste, and 
engage in other climate adaptation 
activities. 

Green Economy Peterborough

SDG 13 Targets

Outcome Target 13.3 
Improve education, awareness-raising and 
human and institutional capacity on climate 
change mitigation, adaptation, impact 
reduction and early warning.

Process Target 13.b
Promote mechanisms for raising capacity 
for effective climate change-related 
planning and management locally, in both 
rural and urban communities equitably, in 
a way that prioritizes vulnerable groups 
in our community, including focusing on 
women, youth and marginalized peoples 
and communities. 

Above: In 2020 GreenUP launched our 
online presence for Green Economy 
Peterborough Hub. 

Right: Natalie Stephenson, Hub 
Coordinator for Green Economy 
Peterborough, conducts a workplace 
audit with founding member Union 
Studio.

Photos by Ben Hargreaves.



2020 Revenue

City of Peterborough Grant 11.5% Fee for Service & Program Revenue 8.1%
Fundraising / Donations 4.8% Misc. Revenue 14.6%
Other Grants 48.2% Peterborough Utilities Grant 2.0%
Sales (Store & Ecology Park) 10.7%

Financials

2020 Expenses

Fundraising and Marketing 2.2% Overhead & Admin 22.1%
Professional Fees & Insurance 1.1% Program Expenses 20.2%
Salaries & Benefits 54.4%

2020 Expenses

Fundraising and Marketing 2.2% Overhead & Admin 22.1%
Professional Fees & Insurance 1.1% Program Expenses 20.2%
Salaries & Benefits 54.4%



COVID-19 has underscored the essential nature of the services provided by non-profit 
organizations. 
The pandemic has demonstrated the incredible creativity and perseverance of non-profit staff and 
board teams, and it has made your support even more vital. 
Thank you for the generous ways you supported GreenUP in 2020

Thank you to our Donors and Funders

• Marit Munson

• Katherine Jordan

• Matthew Walmsley

• Ashleigh Gilbert-
Lonsdale

• Tammy Williams

• Anne Trudell

• Stephanie Melles 
• Fred Doris
• Mellissa Trudel
• Andy Cragg
• Nadine Changfoot
• Marisa Kaczmarczyk
• Dennis Murray
• Diane Ferguson
• Sara Whitehead

$200 - $499
• Beverlee Bonner
• Thomas Miller
• David Castle
• Marilyn Freeman
• Nicolette Godwin
• Friedrich 

Heilingbrunner
• Karen Halley
• Martin Parker
• Mary O’Brien
• Kathleen Church
• Nadia Bock
• Beverly Meyers
• Elizabeth Sine
• Paul Cragg
• Laurie Dawe
• Carlotta James
• Chris Risley
• Mary Ellen Meyers
• Sandra Orsatti
• Jim  Abel
• Jean Garsonnin
• Laurel Atkinson
• Richard Straka
• Erin McGauley

• Barbara Kyselka
• Daniel Marinigh
• Jacob Rodenburg
• Katherine Orgill
• Peterborough Regional 

Science Fair Inc.
• Rosemary McConkey
• Carol Ross
• Sandra Shearer
• Carla Risley
• Mathew Turner
• Jenny Gleeson
• Kathryn Langley
• Nancy Nashman
• Jo Hayward-Haines
• Ravi-Inder Soligo
• Workforce Wins Ltd.
• Kathy MacMillan-Jones
• Thalia Bock
• Lindsay Stroud
• Susan Ackerman
• Jim Conley
• David McLeod
• Barbara Pearce
• Jane and Charles Werger
• Robert Paehlke
• Hannah Preston

• Treescape 
Certified 
Arborists

• Christie 
Gilbertson

• Alan Cavell
• Noelle Lee
• Pat 

Rattenbury
• Julie 

Cosgrove
• Katy Shufelt
• Ruth Knight
• Bill & Tracey 

Eekhof
• Patricia 

Larose
• Laura Jack
• Caley 

Clements
• Francie 

Aspinall
• Patricia 

Dohaney
• Valerie Weiss
• Elsbeth 

Callaghan

• Kate Jarrett
• Marion Milburn
• Lisa Cossar
• Pat Archer
• Sharleen Pratt
• Corey Lovitt
• Carrie Sadowski
• Fields Household
• Yvette Peplinskie
• Sharon Harrison
• Allaine Nordin
• Julie Stoneberg
• Judi MacLeod
• Helen Batten

• Mary Saunders
• Silvia Strobl
• Care Archbold
• Jill Emery
• Leif Einarson
• Natalie Stephenson
• Jill Adams
• Peggy Scott
• Emilie Metcalfe
• James Cunningham
• Francis Nasca

$20 - $199

• Peterborough & the 
Kawarthas Economic 
Development

• Sue Sauvé & Ian 
Attridge

• Ramesh Makhija
• LLF Lawyers

$5,000 - $9,999

• Watson & Lou

• Stephen Hill

• Ivan Bateman

• Brianna Salmon

• Jackie Donaldson

• Grant Murphy

• Cam Douglas

• Bruce Kidd

• Lisa Nisbet

• Shelley Strain

$500 - $999

• Greenwood United 
Church Congregation

• Al and Linda Slavin

• Kawartha Credit Union

• Ontario Power 
Generation

• Keith Wilkinson

• Charlie Martin

• Parttime SFO 
Services Association 

• Martin Household

• Kim and Mark 
Zipple

• Richard Steinginga

• Valcor Engineering

• Rick Zytaruk

$1,000 - $4,999

• City of Peterborough
• County of Peterborough
• Government of Canada
• Province of Ontario
• Peterborough Utilities Group
• Ontario Trillium Foundation
• Green Communities Canada

$10,000+ • Green Economy Canada 
• Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough
• Community Foundations of Canada
• United Way of Peterborough & District
• Anonymous
• Kawartha World Issues Centre
• RBC Foundation
• Peterborough DBIA
• Barron Cowan Foundation



GreenUP is especially thankful to the City of Peterborough and Peterborough Utilities Group for 
their sustained, annual funding contributions.
In 2020, GreenUP was happy to establish a new funding relationship with the County of 
Peterborough to support climate action.

During 2020 we welcomed many new donors and supporters. We want to take this moment to 
once again thank you. Your support - whether in the form of a donation, sharing our social media 
posts, volunteering at our events, or chosing to shop at the Ecology Park Nursery or the GreenUP 
Store - is critical to our capacity to continue offering award-winning climate action programming 
in Peterborough communities. Thank you!

The climate emergency is unlike anything our local and global communities have ever faced. In this 
unprecedented situation, the news media has a critical responsibility to deliver informed, unbiased 
coverage in a timely way.
At GreenUP we appreciate the role of local media in the Peterborough area. Our thanks go to the 
teams at Global News Peterborough, KawarthaNOW.com, MyKawartha.com, Peterborough Currents, 
and the Peterborough Examiner for their coverage in 2020. 
We are especially thankful for the teams at KawarthaNOW and the Peterborough Examiner who 
take time and care to publish the weekly GreenUP column.

Special Thanks

Media

greenup.on.ca
@ptbogreenup


